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Greetings from NMSNA
As we, an association, have learned to keep up with the times, we had a virtualZOOM board meeting mid-September. We reviewed our finances and they are
holding strong. The Plan of Action was implemented and we are working
towards some of our goals of retaining membership along with promoting &
supporting our members with virtual on-line learning. Online resources will
help ensure that members will have further access to receive their required
training hours. Please visit our website, NMSNA.com, where there are
multiple trainings posted already. We have continued our monthly calls with
the PED task force as well as with our Executive committee. Although we
couldn't host in-person region trainings, we again suggest you visit our
website where there are shared trainings posted. Please look for additional,
new trainings to come out in few weeks. The conference committee continues
to plan on and to work on finalizing our first Virtual Conference in June. You
will not want to miss it!
Can you believe it is going on a year that we all have been working through this
pandemic? It is comforting to know that we are all in this together and I have
been ever so thankful to be part of both the NMSNA & the School Nutrition
Association during this time. Being able to connect and get new ideas and
support with my colleagues and friends has helped me in so many ways.
It is award submission time as well. Please nominate a fellow co-worker
today. Entries are due by March 1st. for Employee, Manager and Directors of
the Year. I know we have so many out there deserving of these prestigious
awards.
We are also
looking for our next officer. Are you interested in running for VP with
NMSNA? Please contact Rachel R. Roger (Martinez). We'd love to hear from
you and your interest in serving our association.
Thank you for all you do and have done this last year. Your dedication and
support of our children doesn't go unnoticed.
Sincerely,
Janet Sanchez,
NMSNA President 20-21
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DIRECTOR'S CORNER
Pauline Raia, NMSNA Executive Director
2020 was without a doubt the most difficult year we have all had to live through. It was a difficult year
for NMSNA when it came to figuring out what its members needed from the association. We put on
some zoom trainings and a zoom food show, but it was just not the same as being in person with
everyone. With still so much uncertainty as we start 2021, NMSNA has decided to have a virtual
conference in June 2021, since we want to ensure we keep our members safe and realize many schools
do not the funds to travel at this point. With that said, NMSNA would like to continue to provide it
members with training and other correspondence they might need from us to make their work easier
and provide the ceu's everyone needs to maintain their Certificate Levels for SNA and also earn their
professional standard ceu's.
I would like to hear from the membership what else NMSNA can do to provide its members with what
they need from us. Since virtual seems to be our norm for a while, please email me with any ideas you
might have to provide the NMSNA membership with training or videos that will help them earn their
ceu's. Think outside the box with your ideas and let me know.
Hope to hear from you.

PRESIDENT ELECT’S CORNER
Marie Johnson SNS, President Elect
It is hard to believe in less than a few months just like that SY 20/21 will be one for the history books! SY 20/21 will
hopefully be the reason “Universal School Meals” for all children in America will become a reality! Who knew a
“pandemic” is what we needed to spring board into this much needed necessity for our children to have the
opportunity to grow up nourished ready to learn, happy and healthy?
I trust everyone has somewhat acclimated with life during the pandemic and have pivoted so much we are now
actually pivots pictured in websters dictionary! NM SNA Members on behalf of every community in our great state of
New Mexico I want to say a heartfelt THANK YOU for the dedication and tireless efforts you and your teams have
demonstrated in feeding our babies!! One of the best things that happened for school nutrition professionals is that
we have now been acknowledged and deemed as essential FINALLY, a recognition that has been long overdue!!
We are looking forward to welcoming all of you to our first ever; but very much necessary Virtual Annual State
Conference 2021, where we will revive, refresh and renew your commitment to your programs and feeding our kids
by “Putting the Pieces together with NM SNA”! As much as we all would have loved to assemble together it's just
not possible, hopefully in 2022! Since our conference is virtual and reasonably priced, we are hoping for record
participation. Please stay tuned for more details regarding the conference but save the date of Saturday, June 19,
2021 from 9am – 1pm!
Thanks for letting me serve as your President Elect and please feel free to reach out if I can be of service to you in any
way! Stay safe and healthy!
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Resolutions and Bylaws Committee Update
Laurie Allocca, Committee Chair
The members of the NMSNA Resolutions and ByLaws Committee are Pauline Raia & Janie Quinones. I would like to
offer a hearty thank you to them both for their expertise, time, talents, and teamwork in helping to keep our NMSNA
Standing Rules & ByLaws up to date and in order based upon the needs of the Association.
The current pandemic and the resulting adaptations in operations for most organizations has caused our
Committee to review our NMSNA guiding documents over the past year to assess if modifications were needed to
accommodate these new possibilities, such as virtual meetings and voting processes.
At this time you will find a 2021 proposed draft of the NMSNA ByLaws on the NMSNA website for your review. Please
go to: https://www.nmsna.com/Downloads/2021%20January%20Final%20revised%20bylaws.pdf to read this guiding
document. These changes to the ByLaws will be voted upon by all members at the June 2021 NMSNA Virtual
Conference.
The modifications that are being proposed were created to make our NMSNA ByLaws more similar to those of the
national SNA, and, to add opportunities for virtual operations as needed. We also took the opportunity to “tidy-up”
the document in grammar, formatting and consistency in language; something we always do when making
modifications to our guiding documents.
Thank you for taking the time to review our ByLaws. You may submit any comments or questions to Laurie Allocca
at laurie.allocca@nmsd.k12.nm.us.
Please stay safe and healthy as we continue to navigate and adapt to these challenging times.

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 2020
Andrew Suazo, FSD Santa Fe Indian School

My name is Andrew Suazo, I am from the Pueblo of Santa Clara in New Mexico. My position is the Food
Service Coordinator for the Santa Fe Indian School. I have been the Food Coordinator at the Indian
School for over 24 years. I serve as the New Mexico School Nutrition State President in 2003-2004. We
provide three meals a day we also serve meals on the weekends. We provide meals for 700 students
from the Nineteen Pueblos from New Mexico and Navajo students. We serve healthy and Nutritious
meals to our students daily. We have a Nutrition and healthy cooking class once a week for the
students. We have a Feast day on Indigenous Day in October, we serve a traditional meal to the students
and their families.
This year we had horno build to teach the student how to bake oven bread in it. My staff and the Food
Corp built 6 school garden beds. Having this job as a Food Service Coordinator has been one of the
greatest experiences I have had, being able to provide our services to our students is one of my biggest
accomplishment and motivation to keep moving forward in this job. My staff comes from Nineteen
Pueblos and Navajo Nation.
RoadRunner: NMSNA Newsletter
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THE LYMAN GRAHAM SCHOLARSHIP (LGS)
In May 2019 the world of child nutrition experienced a devasting loss; Mr. Lyman Graham departed this life
after many years of dedicated service to Roswell School District Food Services & NM SNA and its members.
Mr. Graham was a strong believer and advocate of 'feeding our babies” and fought long and hard to encourage
and educate our legislators that Universal Meals is the way to go to ensure no kid ever went hungry in this
great country of ours. With this thought in mind he made it his humble duty to attend LAC – Legislative Action
Conference (LAC) annually to fight towards Universal Meals becoming a reality. In his memory we have
established the LYMAN GRAHAM SCHOLARSHIP that will afford a NM SNA member the opportunity to attend
LAC to continue the work of Mr. Graham at his favorite leadership forum.
NMSNA has high hopes of being able to award this annually starting in 2021. A deserving child nutrition
professional will receive the opportunity to attend this leadership forum ( in person or virtual – to be
determined) ; all expenses paid. (estimated value of $3000.00)

CRITERIA TO BE A RECIPIENT OF SCHOLARSHIP
1) Must be a member in good standing with NM SNA.
2) Must be a first-timer to attend the Legislative Action Conference (LAC) in Washington DC.
3) Interested NM SNA members will submit a one-page essay on the following topics:
a. Whom they understand or know Lyman Graham to be.
b. Why Universal Meals are important for our youth, not only in NM but nationwide?
c. What do they hope to gain from this experience?
4) Upon receipt of the essays from eligible candidates by established deadline, the essays will be
reviewed by the entire Board and the individual whom essay best coveys the requested topics will be
awarded the scholarship. NM SNA Board will convene, select winner and notify them by February 1
of the award year.

CALENDAR FOR INTERESTED LGS APPLICANTS
10/15/2020 – 12/31/2020
Open Period for All Interested Applicants
JANUARY 2021
NM SNA Board Review of Application at Winter Board Meeting
2/1/2021
Announcing First Awardee of the Lyman Graham Scholarship
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LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
Virginia Schroeder, Legislative Chair
Your NMSNA Legislative Committee members are Rachel Martinez, Maria Guerra, Roger Gonzales and Virginia
Schroeder, Chair.
Locally . . . . .
The New Mexico State Legislature is now in full swing with the 60-day Virtual session.
Funding we are following this session are
Breakfast after the BELL –
Reduced Meal Co-Pay –
New Mexico Grown for School Meals –
All three of these are of major concern as the Legislature is looking to reduce funding for all three of these to these
levels
BaB to $1,328,000.
Reduced Meal Co-Pay to $538,200.
NM Grown to $332,000.
On top of these reductions in funding they are attempting to combine all three of these entities into one fund. Then
allow PED to decide where the dollars are spent.
With this said we are fighting for both the original funding for all three of these
BaB at $1,600,000.
Reduced Meal Co-Pay to $600,000.
NM Grown to $425,000.
And to keep each of these entities as separate line items in the state budget. Thereby not putting PED in the position
of having to decide which entity gets what funds.
Here is a great website https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grjT1aMzaiM&feature=youtu.be to learn how to
interact with our legislators and individual committee meetings during this Virtual 60 day Session.
Nationally . . . . .
Most schools that we have talked with are seeing reduced meal participation even with Grab 'n Go options being
offered at several location within their districts. This is not restricted to New Mexico though as it has happened
with districts throughout the country. Congress and USDA are aware of the issues and our hope is they will come to
a resolution that will not only make sure our children are fed but benefit the district that are losing money every
week. It is our understanding that USDA may have funds for districts to assist in covering loses from March thru
July 2021. Hope to have good news on this from NMPED here soon.
Pauline Raia is securing Zoom meetings with all our federal legislators for our Virtual LAC Conference March 8th thru
10th. We'll be updated you all on the outcome of these Zoom meetings in later March.
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NOMINATING AND FOUNDATION CHAIR’S CORNER
Rachel Roybal-Rogers, Nominating and Foundation Chair
Here we are halfway through another school year, “The year of the Unknown”. I am sure everyone is anxious for students to be
back on campus to start feeding them in somewhat of a normal setting. It is amazing to see and hear stories how every School
Nutrition Department around the country has stepped up to the plate to make sure meals have been provided for and available
to all students during this Pandemic. That shows how awesome school food employees are! I feel that being a part of the School
Nutrition Association had a big part of my success with providing meals in unfamiliar situations, because of all the networking I
was able to do with colleagues from around the state and nation whom I have built relationships with while being involved with
the School Nutrition Association.
If you are interested in getting more involved with the NM School Nutrition Association, I strongly suggest that you consider the
vice-president and treasurer positions that will be open for election at the Annual State Virtual Conference on June 19, 2021.
You may have many questions regarding these positions and the best way to know exactly what to expect is to speak with any
person that has served in these positions in the past. They can tell you from their experience what an honor, how much
experience and growth they have acquired from serving as an officer.
Listed below are a few good reasons you should consider sitting on the NMSNA Executive Board.
· The leadership helps improve your skill and keeps you up to date on important information firsthand.
· Best practices in school nutrition are brought back to your school district and you get recognition for your
accomplishments.
· Improves your public speaking skills, critical thinking skills, understanding of budgeting and financial management, as
well as management skills through trainings and the leadership of the Association.
The qualifications for anyone interested is as follows:
Candidates for officer's positions shall have held membership in the Association for at least one year preceding the
nominations, shall have served in at least one appointed office on the Executive Board or appointed committee, have
attended one State Conference, and must live in New Mexico.
The vice-president position is a four-year commitment, and the treasurer position is a two-year commitment.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have. You may contact me at rmartinez@mora.k12.nm.us or
575-387-3115.
Hope you all stay safe and healthy! Have a wonderful year!
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Gadsden Independent School District feeds families with pickup Thanksgiving meals
Miranda Cyr, Las Cruces Sun-News
Maria Guerra, student nutrition program director at GISD, said the district will not get reimbursed for the meals
they give to adults. The district must pay for that out of their budget.
"For me, that was a loss that I was willing to take because we're feeding the whole family instead of just the kids,"
Guerra said.
Guerra said the district had about 2,000 families register for this Thanksgiving meal service. The drive-thru pickup
was stationed at the middle and high schools in the district.
According to Guerra, the boxes being handed out can feed eight to 10 people, including a boneless turkey roast,
mashed potatoes, vegetables, stuffing, gravy and pie. The pre-packaged meals come with instructions on how to
reheat each dish for Thanksgiving Day.
She said they have yet to calculate the total number of students this service will be feeding.
In the long line of cars, Yuri Romero waited to pick up a meal for her family at the Gadsden Middle location.
She gets meals for her two children, as well as her four nieces and nephews, weekly from GISD. Romero said this
service has been really helpful for her family, especially for Thanksgiving. Romero's husband recently stopped
working and the service has helped her feed her family.
Guerra said GISD has always been able to serve free meals to students due to the socioeconomic status of the
community. However, due to the pandemic, the amount of meals given out decreased sharply.
"A lot of the parents were struggling to come and pick up because the kids were still in class during the time we
distributed, or they just couldn't make it," Guerra said. "They had to come on a daily basis, so a lot of families would
only come twice a week."
For the past two weeks, GISD has adjusted their meal service to be a weekly pickup from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays, in the hopes of giving families a better chance to make time to get the meals.
The meals given out will last each student the entire school week with five breakfasts and five lunches for each
child. Guerra said on Wednesday, the food service staff made and packaged 50,000 individual meals to give out that
day.
Guerra said they already saw an increase in turnout from last week to this week, which is a great sign.
"We have taken a big hit in the numbers that we generally do, which is bad for us, because the kids aren't getting the
meals," Guerra said. "That's what our program functions off of, so that means that's less revenue that the program
is bringing in, which means it's going to affect us next year. I'm hoping the numbers continue to increase."
GISD will be closed for Thanksgiving from Nov. 23 to Nov 27. Meal service will resume the week of Nov. 30.
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OUR CONFERENCE IS GOING VIRTUAL IN 2021 WITH WHOVA!

NMSNA

Putting the

2021 ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

Pieces Together
with NMSNA

Save the Date!
June 19, 2021

Things to Know!

Registration for our 2021 Virtual Conference,
Putting the Pieces Together with NMSNA, will
open March 15th on our website, nmsna.com.
Whova is a multiple platform application.
Download the app on your smart phone or
tablet to use the networking features, and watch
the live events on your desktop or tablet.
Detailed instructions on how to download and
use the platforms will be on our website,
nmsna.com.
Live events will start Saturday, June 19, 2021 at
9:00am and conclude at 1:00 pm.
We will have a virtual foodshow where you can
talk to and request samples from your favorite
vendors as well as see new innovative ideas.
We will have tons of relevant classes waiting for
you to watch and they will be available on
demand for 6 months!
Agenda and classes are posted now on our
website, nmsna.com.
There will be a special cameo appearance!
Who will it be? Find out on June 19th!
Fees: Member - $50
Non-Member - $75
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